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HOUSE BI LL 1078

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Eickneyer, Cairnes, Gonbosky, Haigh, MDernott,
Ber key, O enents and Qual

Read first tine 01/15/2003. Referred to Commttee on Fi nance.

AN ACT Rel ating to authorizing additional county sales and use tax
authority; adding a new section to chapter 82.14 RCW providing an
effective date; and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 82.14 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A sales and use tax nmay be fixed and i nposed in accordance with
the ternms of this chapter if:

(a) A county legislative authority submts an authorizing
proposition to the county voters, and the proposition is approved by a
maj ority of persons voting on the proposition; or

(b) A petition proposing the inposition of a sales and use tax is
filed with the county auditor, the petition is signed by a nunber of
voters equal to at l|least ten percent of the nunber of voters in the
county voting at the last preceding general election, and, after
nmeeting these requirenents, an authorizing proposition is submtted to
the county voters and approved by a mgjority of persons voting on the
proposi tion.
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(2) A ballot proposition under subsection (1)(a) or (b) of this
section nust be submtted to the voters of the county at the next
general election occurring at |least sixty days after a county
| egi sl ative authority has adopted a resolution to inpose the tax under
subsection (1)(a) of this section, or a petition has been filed under
subsection (1)(b) of this section. A county |legislative authority may
aut hori ze a special election prior to this general election if it has
been called for this purpose by the authority.

(3) The tax authorized in this section shall be in addition to any
ot her taxes authorized by | aw and shall be collected fromthose persons
who are taxable by the state under chapters 82.08 and 82.12 RCW upon
t he occurrence of any taxable event within the county. The rate of tax
shall equal three-tenths of one percent of the selling price in the
case of a sales tax, or value of the article used, in the case of a use
t ax.

(4) A plan for the expenditure of the sales and use tax proceeds
shall be prepared by the county legislative authority at |east sixty
days before the election if the proposal is initiated by the county
| egislative authority, or within six nonths after the tax has been
approved by the voters if the proposal is initiated by petition. The
plan may include a provision to allow the distribution of up to ten
percent of the proceeds fromthe tax to the cities within the county.
Prior to the adoption of this plan, the elected officials of cities
| ocated within the county shall be consulted and a public hearing shal
be held to obtain public input. The proceeds of the tax nust be
expended in conformance with this plan.

(5) For purposes of this section, "rural county" neans a county
with a popul ation density of |ess than one hundred persons per square
mle or a county smaller than two hundred twenty-five square mles as
determned by the office of financial mnmanagenent and published each
year by the departnent for the period July 1st to June 30t h.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 200S3.
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